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THE PROBLEM
1, To determine: (a) the demage that would be
inflicted on the US, the USSR and Communist China as a
result of a nuclear exchange initiated by a Soviet surprise
attack late in 1963, ard (b) the ctatus of the respective

regldual military forces and national resources,

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A. GENERAL .

2. In determining the answers to the problem 1t was
necesaary to program and analyze & nuclear exchange between
the US and USSR. It must be noted, however, that the mscope
and intensity of destruction and the shattering of the
established political, military, and economlec structure
resulting from such an exchange would be so vaet as to
practically dely accurate asgessment. In addition, in any
analysis which purports to evaluate events of the future
i1t is necessary to make many asssumptions. Our assumptions
were based on the best available information, but in no
individual case can they be defended as unimpeachable.
Nevertheless, we bellieve that the results derived from the
specificrasaumptions employed herein are within realistic
limits.

B. NUCLEAR EXCHANGE -

3. In accordance with the basic assumptlon approved
by President Eisenhower, the nuclear exchange was initiated
by a surprise balilistie missile attack launched by the USSR.

4., The first missiles to arrive on the continental
United States (CONUS)A/ targets were launched from five
ballistlic misslle nuclear-powered submarines, four of which

]

!7 The United States less Alaska and Hawaii.
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were located in the contiguous waters of the US and one in
Hudson Bay. All submarine-iaunched missiles were direczted
primar:ily against SAC bomber/tanker bases, and reached their
targets undetected, Simultaneously, Soviet medium-range
ballistic missiles and hallistic missiles Irom conventionally
powered submarines struck SAC Reflex bases and Polaris
submarine tenders overseas. The submarine missiles on the
CONUS were followed immediately by Incercontinental Ballistic

Misglles {ICBM's). Long-range bombers centinued the Soviet

attacic. 3.3(b}(1), 3.3(b){5), 3.3(b)(8)

3.3(b){1), 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

3.3(b}1), 3.3(b)5), 3.3(b)(8) The

three levels of misslle and bornber forces utiiized in the
Soviet attack were derived from the estimatas given in the
NIE.E/ These forces successfully delivered the following
welghts of weapons against the CONUS:

No. of Weapons Megatons

3.3(b){5), 3.3(b}(8}

i

5. Thé Soviet attack occurred during the night of
A
31 Qetober - 1 November 1063, Submarine-launched missiles
and ICBM's were launched simuitaneously at H - 10 minutes;é/

This timing resulted in the ICBM's triggering the Ballistic

Miseile Early Warning System (BMEWS)E/ 3.3(b){5), 3.3(b)(B)

3.3(b){5), 3.3(b)(B)

E 11-8-60, "Soviet Capabilities for Long-Range Attack
through Mid-1965," 1 August 1960,
;/ H-hour, the time of first Soviet weapon detonation, waa
2330 EST, 31 October 1963,
4/ The Ballistic Missile Early Warning System consists of very

nigh-powered radars located in Alaeka, Greenland and England

capable of detecting ICBM’s launched from the USSR towards
the US. Detection information is automatically transmitted
to key command and control centers.
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The Lotal Soviet missile and bomber attack was completed in
about seven hours.

6. The BMEWS warning =nd subesquently the bomb alarm
warning,é/ were flashed to major US offensive and defensive

&/

headquarters. SAGC airbcrne elert™™ forces were directed to
proceed toward assigned tarzets; missile forces initilated
count-down; ground alert foices comrenced their launch; and
generaticn of follow-on aircraft was atarted. The Soviet
attack did not prevent the launch of any US ICEM's or

Fleet Balllstic Misalles (FBM's); had no effect on &irborne

alert aircratt; and permltted the launch of about| 3.3(b)5), 3.3(b}{8)

of the ground alert aireraft. On the other hand, the attack
destroyed large numbers of SAC follew-on aircralt, thus,

very few of these aircraft participated in the US attack

against the USSR. The US successfully 6.2(a)

6.2(a) against Soviet and Communist

Chinese targets.

7. Only strategic forces 3.3(bX5), 3.3(b){8)

of both sides were incorporated in this analysis.

Other Soviet and US forcee were assumed to have carried
out operations in support of thelr war plans, but the
results of these operations, except for attacks against
SAC bases overseas and Poclaris tenders, were not incorporated
in the evaluation.

8. The results of this nuclear exchange and the
cenclusions derived therefrom are contained in the following
sections.

57 The US Bomb Alarm System is a detection, transmission, and
display system that will give positive indication of a

nuelear bu a detection threshold through adverse
weather of Detectors, which are sensitive only to the
light from ar explosion, will be loucated at 97 military-

industrial-population centers in the CONUS with display boards
at the headquarters of NORAD, SAC, USAF, JCS, and at AJCC
{Fort Ritchie, Maryland). 1In addéition, a display may be
installed at the National Resources Evaluation Center.

§/ An Airborne Alert Force consists of combat-configured B-52's
continuously airborne and capable of striking priority targets.

3.3(b} (5}, 3.3(b)(B)

‘ _ A
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C EFFECT OF THE US AGTACK

Effecc un Sino-Soviet Military Forces

S, The US retaliatory attack created chaos and
confusion. The Sino-Soviet populace in general, and alsc
the vast system of political and economic controls of both
countries were seriously affected. The command structures
ol the respectlve military establichments suflered severe
destruction to faciliities end personnel. Thus, surviving
governrnent and militar& leaders feced the tremendous task of
re- establishing order, reorzanizing forces, and revitalizing
& devastated economy.

10. Strategic Forces. The intercontinentzl nuclear
Jeltvery capabllity of the USSR waes severely degreded during
the nuclear exchange. Only 44 out-of~commission ICBM weapons
that required varyiﬁg degrees of repair before becoming
operational; 137 bombers of the Long Range Air Army with
compatible tankers and weapons; and 5 nuelear-powered, as well
as 19 conventional-powered, missile-launching submerines in
varying degrees of readinese survived the attack, The
effectiveness of this small but potentially usable force
would be flrther degraded by the lack of command control and
shattered commmications,

11, Naval Forces. The Sino-Soviet navies suffered
severe damage to their éhore-based facilities and heavy
perscnnel casualties, but the only significant effects on
the rleets of combat surface ships and submarines--the bulk
of which were at sea and not damaged in the initial exchaﬁge--
resulted from the loss of most of their principel headquarters,

bases and depots.
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12. Air Defense Forces, Sinoc-Soviet alr defense

systems suffered neavy losses in aircraft and bases, but

st11l retained a sizable numerical residual of both. However,
surviving forces would be reduced to approximately 50 percent
effectiveness due to heavy losses in long-range radar and in
command control.

13, Support Facilities. Support installaticns,

primarily air and navy, suffered drastic losses, anc
maintenance and repair facilities would be negliglble
immediately [lollowing the attack.

. s ry. Following the nuclear exchange, the extent
to which the Sino-Soviet military capability could be
reconstituted would depend, to a very large extent, upeon the
ability of the surviving leadership to integrate and
reactivate the residuasl eccnomic resources, particularly in

the war-supporting category.

Effect on Sino-Soviet National Resources

15. The physical damege to lnstallations, industrial
facillities, transportation systems, communication networks,
and government control centers was severe; particularly in
missile and”atomic energy production, aircraft construction
ang repair, submarine cconstructicn, and command contrél
headquarters.

16. Effect on the Population. Population losses in

the USSR and Communist China at the end of one month

toteled 67 and 76 milllon people, respectively. Of particular
import, in terms of post-attack activity were the 23 and 24
million casualties sustalned by the respective urban labor
forces. These losses occurred in spite of the assumptien

that seven percent of the tralned industrial workers of the

USSR had been evacuated to safety.

PHOTOQCOPY - JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY
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17. Effect on Survival Needs. In general, housing

survived where people survived, Sut in many urban arees
lack of availeble housing would create herdshivs. Food
supplies were adequate, but the distribution of residual

stores would pose & critical poobicn in drgged urbsn areas,

18, Effect on Qovernment, 3.3(b)(S), 3 3(b)(E) |Eovernment

top leadership and key control personnel were assumed to

survive 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b){(8) However, the severe destruction

of governmzni control centers, combined with heavy telecommunica-
tion losces, and tke heavy casuzlties suffered by secondary
governnent contrel forces, uwould greatly reduce the

directlicn and control of the residual resources ol the two
countriee.

19. Effect on Transportotion. Losses in tiransport

production capacities greatly limited the production of new
equipment, Hesvy destruction to repair plants and spare part
shortages restricted the repair and routinz malntenance of an
already greatly degraded rolling-stock inventory. These
materlial losses, 1& combination with heavy casualtieg in
skilled and unskilleq raliroad labor forceces, rosulied in an
over-all reduction of 50 percent in Sino-Soviet transport:
capability. g

20. Effect on Industiry. 3Sino-Soviet industrial production

was severely degraded by the initial exchange; and even after
a year, industrial output would spproximate only 50 percent
ol' pre-attack. Urban area losses greatly reduced physical
capaclties for the production of military, investment, and
consumer goods, The physical destruction of plants and
facilities when combined with the decimated and demoralized
labor force would delay for an extended period the ability

to produce signjficant quantities cf war-supporting end items.
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21. Effect on Petroleum, Petroleum refining anc

storage facllities suffered severe damage. FPerscnnel losses
associated with the industry were similarly severe, and
continued production would suffer progortionateiy. Although
adequate POL supplies survived Sistribution of these stocks
in arcas where needed would be most difficult.

22. Effect on War-Supporting Industrlies. Severe losses

to piyeical resources aAnd associated personnel of majlor war-
supporting Industries resulted in drastic reductions in Sino-
Soviet pre-zttacl: capacities. Destruction suffered by the
induatrieys assocliated with the production of missiles, aircraft,
submarinzs, and atomlc energy almost entlirely elimineted any
further production of these items for at lesst & yeer. In
addition, destruction of repair lacilitiles wculd zreatly
degrade the use of syrviving stocks of weapons and missiles.
23. Summaiv. The Sino-Soviet military capabilities

were greatly reduced as a result of the severe degradation
‘to the nuclear delivery capabllities, the loss of approxi-
mately 50 percent of thelr air defense capability, drastic
reductions to military support &nd meintenance instudlations,
and the severe loasee‘to camrmans pustonnel and fﬁcilities.
However, in spite of these degradations, residual forges,
facilities, and supplies would rermi®t ths suetained support

of some military operations during the first post-attack year.

D. EFFECT OF THE SOVIET ATTACK
2, The US suffered severe damage and destructlion from

the surprise Soviet attack under each of the thrae weights of
the Soviet attack. Tens of millions of Americzns were i1lled
outright, mililons more died in subsequent wes.s. The
frameworlt of tne federal and of many sizte governments was
shattered. Milivery forces in CCWUS were in large measure

destroyec.

ERGY AGT OF 1954

=
LS DEFINED BY ATOMIC

PHOTOCOPY - JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY



— -~ PHOTOCOPY - JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY

Effect on Military Forces

; 25. Virtually destroyed in all three levels of attack
were the primary and alternate military headquarters, SAC
bomber/tanker bases, NORAD fighter bases and SAGE control
centers, major navel bases, naval vessels in port, and the
principel army and marine troop concentrations.

28. Effect on Strategic Forces. Highest priorlty was

given by the Soviets to destruction of US strategli: forces.

The cumulative effect of all Soviet weapons striking strategic

forces resulteé in the loes of 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8) tankters on

the ground, world-wide bases, one Polaris submarine and 3.3({b}(5), 3.3(b) (B}

one tender.

7. 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8) bombers successfully

completed the retaliatory attack against Sino-Soviet targets

and 3.3{b)(5}, 3.3(b)X8) 0f these,

3.3(b)(5), 3-3(b)(E)

3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8) | BUrvived. In eddition, | |Atlas,|_|T1‘Gan and 3.3(b) {5}, 3.3(b)(8)
3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8) |1aunch cantrol

centers and trained ;ébsonnel remained. These elements ol

the strategic forces could in time be returned to opepational

status. Despite widespread daiage 3.3(b)(5}, 3.3(b)(8)

adequate weapons of &ll types survived although their
transportation to forces needing them would pose serilous
problems.

28, Effect on Other Air Force Elements. Other elements

of the Alr Force suffered widespread demage and heavy
personnel losses, US Alr Defense capablility was severely
degraded because of heavy losses to contrel centers,
interceptors, surface-to-air missiles and zssccizted

r

facilities,
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An average of| 3.3(b)5), 3.3(b)8) |©f the tactlcal air force in tne

US survived and could be used after [allout hed dissipatec.

bases and aircraft, except for 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8B) at 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(B)

the time of the attack, were &3&nsyaamum

29, Effect on Army Furces. All major headguarters of

the Army in COWUS werefaip)s), 3.3(b)8] The combat and support units

of the active Army were so 3 3(b){5), 3.3(b)(A) thet | 3.3(0)5), 3.30)(8)

3.3(b)(5}, 3.3(b)(8)

30. Effect on Naval Forces. US navzl facilities and

ships in COMUS ports were 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

Approximasely pa)s), 3.ab)ejof the ships in port, 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

5.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)eief the personnel on shore, andp.aih)(s),3.3p)@E)of the

shore installations were destroyed, damaged, or denied. On

the other hand, 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8) of majer

fleet forces, were at Bea at the time of attack and were

presumed to have survived, The combat capacity of the Marine

Corps in CONUS was essentizlly 3.3(b)5), 3.3(b)(8)
3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

31. Summery. As a consequence of the massive Soviet

attack the military {'orces in the US wers 3 3(b)(5), 3.3(b){8)

bl
or rendered ineffective in the immediate post-attack perilod.
However, in time, some elements of the reaidual dtrategic
force could be reconstituted into effective combat units.

These unita would be made up from the surviving elements:

3.3{b)(5). 3.3(b)8)

Effect on US National Resources

32. The three weights of Soviet attack on the CONUS

resulted in the detonation of from 3.3(b)(5). 3.3(b)(8)

3.3(b}{5), 3.3(b)(8) The resultant

damage and destruction was of such magnitude that the survival

of the nation could be in jecpardy.

W = & =
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35. The direct effects of the attacks were:
a., Blast overpressurer sufficient tc cause some
structural damage over areas contalning the residences of
from 52 to 64 percent of the nation's population.
b. Casualty-procucing radiocactive fallout, which
at its maximum, blanketed from U5 to 71 percent of the nation's
residences.

ay. Effeet on the Population. From 48 to 71 million

pecple ware killed outright,; and casuelties continued to
increace for a year sfter the attacks. By this time, there
were frem 68 to 93 wtilion dead and up to 3 million sick
and injured out of a pre-attack population of 158.56 million.

35. Effect on Survival Needs, From a troad nation-

wide standpoint, the resources to meat austeres needs for

survival were potentially available after each attack except

for| 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8) | However, the locations of residual

regsources were in many cases far from the survivors who
needed them. With Pransportation disrupted, distributlon cf
these supplies posed a most difficult prcblem. Non-processed
foods were relatively,plentiful and housing, by severe over-
crowding, could mcet minimum needs. The loss of from 57 to
73 percent of pre-attack capacity to process and deli%er

water would necessltate drastic conservation measures for an

indefinite period, . 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

3,3(b)S), 3.3(b)(8)

36. Effect on Communications. From 30 to 50 percent of

the nation's radio broadcasting stations were destroyed by
the attacks. Generally, sufficient broadcasting facilitles
remained to each people with operating radio sets except in
the New England and the Middle Atlantic stetes. Landline

communications were completely disrupted by the attacks.

- PHOTOCOPY — JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY
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There were, however, some telecommunications facllitiles
throughout the country which could transmlt high priority
messages oetween many regions of the nation. But on the whole,
for tiiree months following the attacks, communications
throughovt the nation were almost entirely rzstiricted to the
output of local radio broadeasting stations., By the end of
this period, reconstruction and rehabilitation of landlines
permlitted the resumption of twc-wey communications between
majer sections of ths colntry after the light and medium
attacks. Several more months woulé be reguired after the

heavy actacl.

37 Effect on Transportetion. Severe damace to mejor

rallroad claseification yards and repalr ghors comhined with

bottlenecks created by the destruction of citlies end brildges

and, above all, a © 3.3(b)5), 3.3(b)(8) severely

curtailecd 211 rail movement alter each attack. Highway

movements, prinecilpally because of the 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

were limlted to meeting only essentisl requirements. Sufficlent

shipping survived each attack to meet dry cargo movements

for several months. .Hpwever, deatructlon of 3.3{b)5), 3.3(b)(8)
v 3.3(b)(5), 3.3{b)(B)
4
3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8) Foilowing the heavy attack, loading

and unloading of a2ll cargo on both oczan coasts would.require
the use of small boats, Yighters and over-the-beach cperations.
In short, transportation as a whole was drastically disrupted
and would be put to severe test to meet austere requirements
after each attack.

38. Effect on_Industry. The effects of the attacks on

industry were! 33(bj(s), 3.3(bus) |The 3.3(b)(5), 3 3(b){8)
3.3(b)(5), 3 3(b}(8)
3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b}(8) for use |3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)|following
—PEP—EEORER——
~RESERTIRER R xi
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the attacks. Certain critical categories suffered zimost

complete destruction.

3.3(b)(5), 3 3(b)(8)

3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

by the

respective attacks and up to

3 3(b)5), 3 3(b)E)

On the aversge,| 3.3(b)(5),3.3(b)(8) |inoustry was

subjected tc {rom 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b){8) This destruc-

tion, plus the disruption of the countryt's specialized economy

invelving widespread inter-dependency of sll elements of

preduction, would delay- for well over a year the sbility to

produce significant numbers of any finished war products.

The long-range prospect for all industry would be similar

with eignificant producticon achievable perhaps in the third

year following the attacks.

39, Effect on Labor. The imnediate loss of from 39

to 59 percent of the. labor force most seriocusly arfected

the nation's abllity to produce goods and services,

Although the surviving labor force could be augmented by

people not previously part of the labor force, manpower

productivity would Teach only 50, 40 and 30 percent of pre-

attack efficiency within a year after the light, medium and
iy

heavy attacgks respectively.

40, Effects on Finance.

A8 a result of the hegvy

losses of banking faclilities and general disruption of the

complex financiel system, many localitlea were forced to

resort to a system of barter.

3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

3.3(b)(5), 3 3(b)(8) The effects of thls 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

upon the recovery of the nation after the light and medium

attacks cannot be guentified,

3.3(b)(5). 3.3{b){8)}

3.3(b)(5), 3.3{b)(8) After the heavy attack, the nation would

be faced with rebullding

3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

3.3(b)(5). 3.3(b)(8)

nation.

xii

in the sense of & unified

3.3(b) (5), 3.3(b)(B)
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4i. Effects on Government. Essentially, the status cf

the Federal Government was the same following each welght of
attack. The central government facilitles in Waehingtou were
destroyed, and the nation's elected leaders and rost agerncy
officials became casualties. Enough members of Congresc
survived in thel:r home districts to enable Congress to function,
once convened. Surviving state and local governments, and

the military in some areas, would be the principal sources

of authority, until the Federal Government could be re-
instituted, relocated and sufficiently organized to begin

dealing with 1ts overwhelming tasks.

Netional Appralsal

4e. Summary. Looking zhead, 1t appears that at least a
nucleus of essential elements of recovery emerged following
the light and medium attacks to permit the nation to survive,
but at drastically reduced economic standards and naticnel

strength.

43, The heavy attack was so utterly

" 3.3(b)(5), 3.3(0)(8)

—RESPRTOEEE—D AT rr——— x1i1
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E. CONCLUSIONS

1954

4y, The evzluation of a nuclear war znd its effecte

three years in the future involves uncertainties in many areas,

For example, there are problems in estimating performance of

new US equipment. There are even greater uncertainties anc

difficulties in estinzting the Soviet military posture of the

future.

b5, fThe dcte nued in this znalysis in regard tTo US forces

and weapons syscemg wxs corrected and up-Jated thrcugh 1 Oeto-

ber 1950, Since that time, changes have occurres in approved

service programs, b 1t «ne dmpracticabie o incorporate such

changes in the machine cowputations veed “n titis evaluation

after the QOctober cut-of date. An exam.~ of

the Increased number of fixed Minuteman presently programmed to

be operational by 1953.

45 a, The assumptions as to Soviet forces were based on

National Intelligenco Estimates published during 1960, In the

past few weeks new estimates of Soviet forces have been

published. The most significent change 1s a downward revision

in the number of m;esiles on launchere estimated for 31 Octo-

ber 1963., The reduction would amount to about of

the missiles used in each of the three weights of attack

analyzed in this study.

46, we have sunmarized the surprise Scviet attack, the

United States reaction to this attack, and the casualties and

destruction accruing to egch side.

7uch a change 1s

3.3(b) (5), 3.3{(b}(8)

3.3(b)(5), 3.3(0)(8)

3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

3.3(b)(5}, 3.3(b}(8)

The

3.3(b){5), 3.3(b)(8)

3.3(b)(5). 3 3(b)(B)

— R e e —— xiv

achieved

3 3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)
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With the large number of ICBM!'s credited to the Scviet Unlon

in 1963 in the hzaviast weight of attack the Soviets wlll have

3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

Similarly, the Urited States, in the same perlcd, has

the capability of severely injuring the Scviet Union, although
United States power willi depend more on manned airsraft than
upon missiles, The megrionnage delivered, and the destruction
resulting therefrom i1s sec vast ih eltaner case, that any
assessment of the a&%uai national cupabllity existing after the
nuelear exchange 1s indeed difficult. Howevarr, it 1s evident
that the results of rmich &n attack would be catastrophic.
Furthermore, any conclus’ons as to the relative power positions
ol the United States and the Soviet Unicn must be tempered by
considerations concerning morale and the "will to fight"., We
know of no way to'assess or apply factors incorporating these
considerations. Notwithstanding these uncertainties, it 1s
believed that our evaluation of the results of the nuclear
exchange ocecurring in late 1963 is within realistic limits

and supports the following conclusions:

+
bl

3.3(b){5), 3.3(b)(8)

b. The people of the United States would be
subjected to severe fallout and casualtles would be high due
to inadequate protection. There i1z an urgent requirement for

protection of’ our people from fzllout, including training in

post-attack behavior.
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. Following a nuclear exchange in 19063, medical

care would be hcpelessly inadequate., It would be degraded o
a level approximating family diagnesis, care and treatment
without any outaslde assistance.

d. Individuals of the Organized Reserves and the
National Guard, becauses they generally live in densely popu-
lated areas, would suffer such heavy casualties from & nuclear
exchange in 1963 thai perforpance cf disaster duty by units of
these organizatione would not ke poziible.

e. In 1963, the heavy casualties and lcss of equip-
ment suffered by units of all Reguin™ Ferces 1in the continental
United States would saverely degrade their combat effcctiveness
and would also leave them little cepability tc 2erform cven

disaster duty.

3.3{b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

. S{pce manned bombers will constitute = major
portion of the US strateglec force in 1963, it is essential
that the maximumunpmber of these aircraflt survive & surprise
ballistic missile attack. Assurance of such survivability can
beat be achieved by airborne alert unless a massivé program of
dispersion and hardening 1s completed.

h. There are no warnlng systems progrsmmed through
1963 capable of detecting Soviet ballistic missiles which do
not penetrate the BMEWS radar arrays, There 18 an urgent require-
ment to expand US warning capabllity to detect such missiles.

1. There is an urgent need to counter the effective-
ness of submarine-launched balligtic misslles against unprotected
land-based retalistory systems. As part of this effort, there
is pressing nged toe improve US capabilities to destroy sub-
marines before they launch their balliistic miesiles.
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PHOTOCOPY — JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY—




J. In 1963 a Soviet ballistic miseile attack would

be unopposed and could inflict 30 to 50 perzent of the total
damage accruing to the United States. There 1o an urgent need
for an operational anti-balilietic missile system.

k. The political and military decision-making
mechanism and assocluted communication facilities are inadeguate
under eonditions of surprise attacik to insure the issuance
and recelpt of eaeentvial »rcery to D strategln forces
surviving the Sovie® dttack.

1. A nuclear war iniilated by a surprise Soviet
attack in 1963 would re3ult in devactetlon of izrgze areas of
both the United States and the USSR, leaving ccth countries
greatly reduced in nationa) strength. Treiz power positions
with respect to one another following the Soviet light attack
would be about equal. After the medium or heavy Soviet cttacks,
the balance of power would favor the USSR.

m. And firally, & general war initiated by a
surprise Soviet attack on the Unlted States in 1963 could
k111l from 39 to M§ percent of the population, destroy from
43 to 58 percent oﬂ‘all lndustry and virtually shatter the

political; economic and military structure of the country.
y

3.3(b)(5), 3.3(b)(8)

—GESTRICHED DA xvil
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